
LIBERTY COMMON SENSE
“A weekly account of our revolutionary journey”

Volume 26, Issue 26, Fri 3 Mar 2023

          

SEMPER AD MELIORA -
(ALWAYS TOWARD BETTER THINGS)

Class of 2023 School Motto

Next Week is William Shakespeare Week at LCS

William Shakespeare (1564–1616) is among the
most influential figures in human civilization. He wrote
plays and acted in the late 16th and early 17th
centuries. His reputation as a dramatic genius is
recognized worldwide. His characters and plots
present the essence of human nature portrayed
through a wide range of emotions and conflicts
preceding and transcending Elizabethan England.

Headmaster's Message

Spread Big News
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Northern Colorado parents are showing high interest in
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enrolling kids at LCS next year. We conducted a public-
information night last Monday and the room was
packed. Families expressed intense motivation to get their
kids into an outstanding school – ours.
 
It would be great if everyone in the entire LCS community,
over the next few weeks, would help spread an
encouraging word to other prospective parents who
ought to get their kids into our school, too. There will be
some open seats next year at the Aristotle Campus.  Filling
them all is to everyone’s advantage, especially students. 

We could also use help enticing great
potential classroom instructors, teacher
assistants, and support staff to apply for
the handful of positions we have
open. We’re entering the crucial weeks
which, annually, generate a flurry of
student transfers and job applications
throughout the education world.
 
Like the ancients who heard the voice of
Providence emanating from a bright cloud,
Northern Colorado parents are rising up, unafraid, and venturing into an enigmatic
education marketplace.  The same is true for teachers compelled to seek opportunity in a
better professional environment.
 
In Liberty’s promotional efforts, the best lines of communication are always word of mouth
– parent-to-parent, and parent-to-prospective-teacher.  Please help get the news out. Let’s
fill all institutional openings with fantastic new members of our thrilling Liberty community.  

2022–2023 Important Dates

Fri 3 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 10 Mar 2023 | 6th-Grade Day at LCHS | Full Day
Fri 10 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Sun 12 Mar 2023 | Daylight-Savings Time Begins
Sat 11 Mar–Sun 19 Mar 2023  | Spring Break | No School
Fri 24 Mar 2023 | 3rd Quarter Ends
Fri 24 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Tue 28 Mar 2023 | New-Kindergarten-Parent Orientation | 6:30PM | Aristotle and Plato
Campuses
Thu 30 Mar 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora
Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day
Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Chess Club | 3:15–4:15PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses

Mon 3 Apr 2023 | 5th-Grade Human Growth and Development (Info Meeting) | 6:00PM |
Plato Campus Agora
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday—No School
Mon 10 Apr 2023 | 5th-Grade Human Growth and Development (Parent Session) |
6:00PM | Plato Campus Agora
Mon 10 Apr 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | LCHS Great Hall
Wed 12 Apr 2023 | 5th-Grade Human Growth and Development (Student Sessions) |
12:30PM | Plato Campus
Fri 14 Apr 2023 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Musical | 6:30PM | Plato Campus Agora
Sat 15 Apr 2023 | 5th- and 6th-Grade Musical | 2:00PM and 7:00PM | Plato Campus
Agora
Mon 17 Apr 2023 | Public-Info Night  | 6:30PM | Aristotle and Plato Campuses
Fri 21 Apr 2023 | Free-Dress Day
Mon 24 Apr 2023 | Liberty Lecture–Postmodern Art: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly |
6:30–8:00PM | LCHS Great Hall
Thu 27 Apr 2023 | Board-of-Directors Meeting | 6:00PM | Aristotle Campus Agora

https://www.libertycommon.org/enrollment
https://www.libertycommon.org/employment_opportunities
https://www.libertycommon.org/b_o_d/bod
https://www.libertycommon.org/enrollment/public_information_meeting
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https://www.libertycommon.org/b_o_d/bod


Fri 28 Apr 2023 | Liberty T-Shirt Day

2022-2023 School Calendar
2022-23 Event Calendar

All-School News

Parent Survey. Liberty Common School is always looking to improve and we need every
parent's help. Links to two separate parent surveys will be included in the Liberty Common
Sense following Spring Break. Please watch your emails carefully for their arrival. The
links will include a general survey for all Liberty Common School families as well as a
student-specific survey. Please fill out one survey for each child.
 
These annual surveys are useful. They help our Board of Directors and administration
learn about needs and areas for improvement. Thank you in advance for completing them.

LCS News

Summer-Camp Registration. Registration is now open for Summer Academic and Art
Camps.

The academic camp will be held at both elementary campuses for students currently in
grades k-5 from Mon 10 Jul 2023 through Thu 27 Jul 2023. Math camp will run Mondays–
Thursdays from 8:00–10:00AM and reading camp will run from 10:30AM–12:30PM. All
current 4th graders will participate in the camp at the Plato campus. When registering,
please ensure you are selecting your correct campus.

Art camps will be held at both elementary campuses Mon 5 Jun–Fri 9 Jun 2023. Morning
camp will run from 8:30–11:30AM. Afternoon camp will run from 12:30–3:30PM. Sign up
for either the morning or afternoon camp only.

Click here to register through Revtrak.

Plato-Campus News

6th-Grade Day. On Fri 10 Mar 2023, 6th graders will spend the day in 7th-grade
classrooms meeting teachers, getting the lay of the land, and preparing themselves for
their transition to junior high. 6th graders will need to bring a lunch or the Ambassadors
Club will be selling pizza at lunch for $2 for one slice, $3 for two slices, or $5 for three
slices in the Great Hall. At the end of 6th-Grade Day, parents are invited to join their
students for a registration meeting at 2:15PM in the Colosseum. Administrators will
discuss classes and distribute curriculum guides and registration forms, which are due
Mon 20 Mar 2023. Students will need to be picked up at 3:30PM at LCHS. There is no
shuttle to the elementary school after the meeting concludes.

Lost-And-Found. Please take a few minutes to visit
our Lost-And-Found. The shelves are bursting at the
seams with items. All items not claimed by Fri 10 Mar
2023 will be donated to charity.

Aristotle-Campus News

Clothes Donations. The Aristotle campus is in need of donations for its clothes
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closet. This resource is for students who need replacement clothing during the school
day. There is a particular need for pants size 5–8.  If you have dress-code-compliant
clothing your student has outgrown and would be willing to donate, please drop those
items at the front office. 

Raise The Torch

Raise the Torch Update.  The Raise the Torch campaign to support expanded
enrollment and build a performing-arts center has entered a significant planning
phase. During this time, we are developing strategies related to the purchase and
construction of new facilities, location planning, financial projections, and total fundraising
goals. After the planning phase is complete and specific details have been determined
for Raise the Torch, we will share more about ways you can support the school to bring
this project to fruition. For more information, please contact Mr. Brett Harkey.

Athletics

Wrestling Champion. Liberty Common third grader
Cipriano (Cippy) Duran, of the Plato campus, won the
8U outstanding-wrestler award at the Colorado State
Wrestling Championships this past weekend. Not only
was he USA Wrestling's MVP for his age group, he
beat out 47 other youth wrestlers in his weight division
to bring home the first-place championship in folkstyle
wrestling. Cipriano is the reigning champion in Greco,
freestyle, and folkstyle.

Eagle Weekly. Subscribe to be notified when a new
edition is posted. You can also find posts and up-to-date
information on lceagles.com.

Weekly Feature

Rising Up From Phoenix
By: Bob Schaffer, Headmaster

Liberty students surely noticed, last week,
the absence of 22 professional classroom
instructors plus a handful of administrators
and support staff.  In total, we flew a
delegation of 30 to an annual three-day
National Symposium for Classical
Education in Phoenix. 
 
It was something fantastic. Not only were
the seminars and presentations
energizing, the chance to touch base and
strengthen collegial friendships with others from throughout the country is really important
for our thriving institution.
 
This symposium attracts instructors and administrators from classically oriented k-12
academic institutions, including colleges, universities, and school-reform organizations.
Attendees span private schools, charters, and typical government-owned

mailto:bharkey@libertycommon.org
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schools. Attendance surges every year including this one. 

This year’s theme was “tradition” as a proven
stratagem nurturing knowledge acquisition across
all academic domains. Tradition foster depths of
instructional understanding for an array of
academic subject matter. It entails refinement of
classroom tactics, lesson planning, resources, and
cross-curricular coordination.
 
Other than the Arizona-based charter-school
system that hosted the event, LCS’s presence was
the largest. This projected our school’s prominence

in the classical-school orbit quite effectively. Our team leveraged its influence to acquaint
some of the country’s leading educational thought leaders with our school.
 
For example, see the nearby photo featuring world-renowned storyteller Mr. Jim Weiss
(center, rose shirt/tie) posing with our elementary and high-school educators. Weiss has
contributed much to the content of our Core Knowledge Curriculum. 

His lecture, last week, was extraordinary. We’ll definitely maintain contact with him.   

These high-level relationships result in world-
class presenters coming to Fort Collins to
lead our learning community at gatherings
such as the Festival of Ideas, Liberty
Lectures, Professional-Development Day,
and other occasions designed to advance
school-wide academic growth. 
 
Apart from the main purposes of the
symposium, the chance for Liberty educators
to be offsite together for a few days – to
travel together, cook together, dine together,
and live together (we rented two big houses
to save expenses) – is quite special. It galvanizes our teacher corps in a magnificent way.

The normal tempo of a typical school doesn’t lend itself to extended, uninterrupted, social
time together for teachers and administrators. But, I’ve come to be a strenuous advocate
for these opportunities and look for occasions to create them whenever feasible.
 
On that note, it’s worth mentioning these kinds of professional-development activities are
not cheap. They’re indispensable nonetheless, at least in my mind. It is the school’s
fundraising success that allows us to sustain these crucial faculty-training investments. 
 
Liberty’s ongoing fundraising effort targets varying school projects. This year’s “Raise-
The-Torch Campaign” is a perfect example. 
 
These resources are fungible. In other words, when everyone in our school community is
pitching in to tackle immediate and ambitious school-improvement projects, we don’t have
to sacrifice costly outlays for instructional priorities such as classroom supplies, educator
compensation, and professional-development investments like the Phoenix trip. 
 
So, keep donating to the school. A lot. Please. It’s a powerful game-changer for our
students.

https://www.jimweiss.com/
https://giving.libertycommon.org/o/liberty-common-school/i/giving/
https://give.communityfunded.com/o/liberty-common-school/i/raise-the-torch


I’m deeply grateful for the generosity of taxpayers who cover our school’s operational base
costs and for the many generous donors in our parent/grandparent community who
lovingly contribute to the various causes that allow us to go above and beyond in securing
every advantage for young LCS scholars.  
 
Of course, I’m also exceedingly grateful for the army of substitute instructors, colleagues,
support-staff teammates, and parent volunteers who cheerfully stepped up to cover for 30
of us while we were in Phoenix last week. Hearty HUZZAHs to them all! 
 
What an awesome school we have…and, it just keeps getting better. 

Alumni Update

An update on Gabrielle Stokely, LCHS class of
2018 from her mom Christi Seidman:
 
In June of 2022, Gabi graduated from Lawrence
University Cum Laude. She earned two Bachelor-of-
Arts degrees, one in mathematics and one in history.
Recently, she relocated to Madison, Wisconsin,
where she is now working as an integration engineer
for Epic Systems, one of the world's top providers of
electronic medical records.
 
Gabi works on the Electronic Data Interchange (EDI)
team providing implementation, technical services,
and software development to Epic's customers all
over the world.
 
She is enjoying her work so far, is enthusiastically learning about the healthcare industry,
and is looking forward to travel opportunities to hospital systems far and wide. She enjoys
living in Wisconsin, loves going to concerts with friends, and recently began taking a
German-wheel class at the local circus school. I miss having her close to home, but it's an
easy flight to Madison, and she treats me to cheese curds when I visit!

News Worth Repeating

Robotics Camp. Join Liberty Common School’s award-winning Robot Rebels to learn
about the exciting FIRST Lego League Competition program. The robotics camp will be
held tomorrow, Sat 4 Mar 2023 at the Aristotle Campus from 1:00–3:30PM for all students
in grades 3-6. Students will learn to

Build a simple robot



Make a robot move
Turn a robot using a gyro sensor
Be prepared for competition day

 
Cost is $15 per student payable at the event with cash or check (parents are free). Parents
considering coaching can also join an Introduction-to-Coaching meeting from 3:30–
4:30PM. Download an informational flyer or click here to register.

Essay Contest. The American Battle Monument Foundation's 2023 Past is Prologue
Essay Contest invites students ages 11–18 to compete within their age group to write an
essay about an event associated with those who fought, died, and are buried or
memorialized at an American military cemetery overseas. 2023 essay topics include:

WWII Operation Husky. The 1943 WWII Allied invasion was a pre-dawn, immense,
amphibious assault which began the successful liberation of Sicily.
WWII Dutch Life under Nazi Occupation and the Cost of Liberation. Life under the
Nazis was brutal and punitive, made worst by forced labor, starvation, and lack of
fuel. 

 
Prizes will be awarded up to $10,000. Contest information is available  online. The
deadline for essay submissions is Wed 31 May, 2023. Early submissions are encouraged.

National Civics Bee. The National Civics Bee is an annual competition encouraging
young Americans to engage in civics and contribute to their communities. Participating
students in grades 6–8 will flex their civics knowledge for a chance to win recognition and
cash prizes. The first round of the contest includes an essay competition. Judges will
select 20 finalists to participate in the local competition—a live quiz event testing civics
knowledge. The top three students from each local competition will advance to the state
competition. To register for your local competition visit The Civic Trust - Civics Bee.

ASK Spring-Break Camp. After-School Kindness is hosting a Spring-Break Camp Mon
13 Mar–Fri 17 Mar 2023 from 7:00AM–6:00PM. The camp will be held at Ridgeview
Classical Elementary School in Fort Collins for ages 5–18. Daily fee is $75/child.
Registration fee is $75/child. Call (970) 833-5494 to enroll before the end of February and
receive 50% off the registration fee.  See the attached flyer  for more information.

Classical Manners for the Modern Youth

From the 1934 high-school textbook "Good
Manners" used in "Household Science" class of
that day:  

“Rule No. 201. Accuracy. If you err, acknowledge
your mistake, and try to profit from it. Say, ‘I’m sorry
I made the mistake. I will try not to let it happen
again.’ Deceit never helps make amends. Do not try
to tell your employer how to run his business. Be

willing to learn and try new ways. Your employer is more experienced than you.” 

2022-2023 School Calendar Holidays and Intermissions

School-Attendance Dates:
Fri 26 May 2023 | Last Day Of Classes- 1/2 Day

School Holidays and Intermissions:
Sat 11–Sun 19 Mar 2023 | Spring Break
Fri 7 Apr 2023 | Good Friday

Board of Directors
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Tricia Diehl: 970-420-8937
Elizabeth Barber: 970-412-6048
Todd Arndorfer: 970-402-3230
Cindy Skalicky: 970-290-4684
Mark Dollar: 720-883-6051
Mindy Story: 720-987-8411
Patrick Albright: 970-232-8257

You may contact all Members of our Board of Directors at BOD@libertycommon.org.

Upcoming Board Meeting - Thu 30 Mar 2023 | 6:00PM | LCS Aristotle campus Agora

Liberty Common School (Plato Campus)
1725 Sharp Point Drive, Fort Collins, CO 80525

Phone: (970) 482-9800 | Fax (970) 482-8007 | Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Sandy Stoltzfus- sstoltzfus@libertycommon.org 
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org

Liberty Common School (Aristotle Campus)
2130 W. Horsetooth Fort Collins, CO 80526

Phone: (970) 658-1997| Email info@libertycommon.org

Principal, Casey Churchill - cchurchill@libertycommon.org
Headmaster, Bob Schaffer- bschaffer@libertycommon.org
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